
Creative Ways to give
a Cap ital Campa ign Commitment

1 .  a  C o m m i t m e n t  o f  C a s h

Creative ways to give cash may include a portion of annual tax refunds, bonuses, or credit card cash back. Other sources may be 
a portion of dividends or interest earned, or savings gained from items purchased on sale. Creative ideas are limited only by one’s 
imagination.

One donor excitedly shared her method following a challenge to think creatively. She decided to finally remove the unused land 
line phone saving $45 per month. Added to that amount was another $105 per month, part of what she and her husband saved 
from refinancing their mortgage. The $150 per month, or $5,400 donation over 3 years, did not impact their budget or savings. It 
did impact the success of the project they supported.

One more idea is a HIgH vAlue, lOw-InTereST lOAn to the project, through which a business or family may offer a 
major level of support while receiving simple interest on an annual basis. This option may be structured over a longer period of 
time such as 15-30 years with terms that may be designed with certain tax advantages as desired by the donor.

2 .  a  C o m m i t m e n t  o f  a s s e t s

using assets to fund a commitment often allows a person to make a more substantial gift without depleting cash savings. Assets 
may be liquidated first, with proceeds used to meet a campaign commitment. Some assets, such as STOCKS or PrOPerTY, may 
be directly transferred resulting in a potential tax savings to the donor. 

Other assets, which may provide funds to give, can be found in places people seldom search for Capital Campaign contributions 
. . . places such as basements, attics, garages, and sheds. Many valuable, unused items are stored away, even forgotten, in these 
locations. Proceeds from the sale of such items can assist in strengthening the organization so that many people may be blessed.

What have others found as they have searched?

• Jewelry no longer worn • Antiques
• Sporting Goods no longer used • Stamp or Coin Collections
• Glassware • Artwork, Paintings, Sculptures
• Baseball Cards • Guns or Tools
• Recreational Vehicles • Furniture
• Watches • Use of Timeshare Vacation Units
• Car no longer used • Boat/Motorcycle/ATV

What might you find among the possessions you have stored away that could be put to better use?



3 .  C o m m i t m e n t  B a s e d  o n  a  s p e C i f i C  s a C r i f i C e  
o r  l i f e s t y l e  a d j u s t m e n t
Is there one thing you spend money on now that you would be willing to sacrifice for the sake of helping with the capital 
campaign? Many people contribute this way. The money they would have spent on the item they give up is given as a capital 
pledge instead.

For example, if a person purchases one beverage per day at $1.50 each, he or she may choose to sacrifice buying that one beverage 
and set aside the $1.50 each day for the campaign. That doesn’t sound like a big sacrifice, but it does add up:

$1.50 per day = $10.50 per week   |   $10.50 per week = $546.00 per year
$546 per year = $1,638 in a 3-year Capital Campaign

A couple making this small sacrifice together could give $3,276.00!

What adjustments have people made in order to support their campaign?

 eat out one less time per week wash their own car
 Homemade instead of pre-made desserts Cut the cable Tv
 Trade skills or services with friends One less round of golf
 vacation closer to home and donate amount saved on airfare 
 Delay a major purchase and donate payment amount

giving based on an adjustment you make does not increase your budget, nor does it deplete cash savings or reserves. Most 
everyone can give up something if they are willing.

A family of five from Kentucky each decided to give up something. Dad spent $5-7 five mornings a week stopping for coffee 
and a pastry on his way to work. He opted to bring a mug of coffee from home and contribute $5 per work day to the family 
commitment. Mom spent $6-$9 going out to lunch each day. She packed her lunch and gave $5 per work day. The three children 
had jobs—twin teenage daughters were baby sitters, and the younger brother mowed lawns. They each gave $10 per month from 
their earnings. As a family, they sacrificed Thursday pizza night, when they spent $25-$27 on the meal. They gave $20 per week 
to the commitment. Here’s how their individual sacrifices added up:

Dad: $5 x 5 work days x 52 weeks x 3 years  = $3,900
Mom: $5 x5 work days x 52 weeks x 3 years  = $3,900
Children: $10 x 12 months x 3 years x 3 of them  = $1,080
Family: $20 x 52 weeks x 3 years  = $3,120
TOTAL GIVEN OVER 3-YEAR CAMPAIGN $12,000

The commitment from this one family was significant—more than they had imaged was possible when they first began the 
process. Quite amazing is the fact that they did not INCREASE their BUDGET by $1.00! In fact, they actually reduced their 
overall outflow. And the effort they made together for the cause of their campaign and its ministry will be remembered forever.

C o n C l u s i o n
Will you help us reach our goal? no one person can do the job alone, but if everyone does the best they can, the task can be 
successfully accomplished. no one will be pressured to give. Amounts of commitments will remain confidential. every gift, no 
matter the size, will be valued and appreciated. every prayer is just as valuable. 

Thank you!


